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Emergency Countermeasures Against Earthquake Disaster
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Should a disaster occur, information such as the extent
and scale of the damage should first be gathered quickly,
and this should be relayed to relevant personnel and or-
ganizations. Then requisite systems will be arranged on
the basis of this information. Headquarters for Disaster
Countermeasures will be set up in municipalities or
prefectures and countermeasures carried out whenever
necessary, while in the event of a large-scale disaster the
national government will also promote countermeasures
by setting up Headquarters for Extraordinary Disaster
Countermeasures or Headquarters for Emergency Disaster
Countermeasures, depending on the circumstances of the
disaster. Meanwhile, whenever necessary Local Head-
quarters for Countermeasures may be set up in the
disaster-stricken area and a system organized to imple-
ment countermeasures quickly, in accordance with the
requirements of the disaster area.

As the next specific emergency disaster countermeas-
ures following the gathering and relay of information, ac-
tivities to be undertaken will include saving human lives,
first aid, medical treatment, and fire-fighting, evacuation
countermeasures, and support countermeasures such as
preventing secondary disasters and supplying food or
drinking water to the disaster victims.

Even after responding to the immediate danger situa-
tion, countermeasures such as maintaining sanitation, law
and order, restoring disaster-stricken facilities such as life-
lines and public facilities, and supplying information to
disaster victims will be carried out.

In order to implement these emergency disaster coun-
termeasures appropriately in the event of a large-scale dis-
aster, human and material support must be carried out
effectively over a broad area, thus it is important that we
reinforce systems of cooperation at all times.

GRS (R - BRI
Emergency Countermeasures at the time of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

11



